
GRRoW, Inc.  W295 S7778 High Cross Drive  Mukwonago, WI 53149  

Golden Retriever Rescue of Wisconsin, Inc. 
Grooming Tutorial GRRoW Hotline: 888-655-4753 

GROOMING TUTORIAL - EARS 

TOOLS:  

Medium/fine tooth steel comb  
Slicker brush (wire pins)  
Good quality straight scissors (7 1/2" size is good)  
Blunt nosed small scissors (for whiskers if you wish to trim)  
High quality thinning shears 46-tooth/serrated on one blade only (I would recommend Millers  
Forge - Gold 7 1/2" as above) but NOT the "economy" MF or any other brand. Expect to pay $45+  
Toenail clippers, and or a Dremel tool for grinding nails or Oster Nail Grinder  
Grooming table or rubberized matting on an old table  
Cool drying blow dryer (would be an excellent investment) 

 
PREPARATION  

Start with a clean and dry dog, if not already bathed, thoroughly brushed. Actually for show grooming, I prefer trimming the 
dog before bathing, then doing any touch-up work after the bath and blow drying. If you wonder how those show dogs get 
those nice straight coats....it is from the blow drying. If you cannot afford a blow dryer, it is considerably more difficult to 
straighten a wavy coat, but it can be done by pinning towels snugly around the dog while they are still dampish. The blow 
dryer also comes in really handy during wet weather, after trips to the beach and yes, even "blowing" away all of that coat 
when the dog is shedding! 

 
   

 

This is a relatively ungroomed ear. 
See the fine fuzzy stuff on the top 
(or base of the ear), as well as the 
long straggly fluff behind the ear. 
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Start with the fuzzies behind the ear. Hold your thinning 
shears vertically as shown, and get the blades under the fuzzy 
stuff fairly close to the skin. Make about 3 cuts with the blades, 
then stop, brush out and look. You will probably need to repeat 

this several times, but note, we don't want to totally remove 
the hair, we just want to thin it, & trim the straggly stuff so it will 

lay down nicely on the neck. Normally, I would be holding the 
dogs ear forward & out of the way while doing this.

 

 

 

Trim with thinning shears from the starting point shown, 
toward the face. On most dogs, not much is needed 
here. You do not want to trim the inside of the ear flap 
totally smooth and short or you will create a very "hard 
look" for your dog. The exception would be on a dog with 
extremely heavily coated ears (inside & out), which 
usually means heavier or thicker ear leather as well. In 
that case you may wish to thin quite well on the inside of 
the ear flap. 

Next trim the hair in front of the base of the ear;
using the same method with the thinning shears; thin, brush, 

look, repeat. The hair immediately around
the ear opening should be trimmed close, or plucked

with forceps, taking care not to have bits of hair
fall inside the ear canal. The hair under the

fulcrum of the scissors in this picture, actually
on the dogs neck, should also be thinned in

this way from about 2" below the ear,
up to the base of the ear.
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Unless you have a dog with very heavily coated ears 
inside, you will only need to make one "light" stroke with 
the thinning shears here, at most one stroke this 
direction, and one stroke close to the skin under the coat 
going the opposite direction (towards the dogs nose). 

Notice, by looking at your dogs ear, that the hair naturally 
grows longer at the top, and shorter towards the tip. When 

trimming the hair, we want to neaten and shorten, but in 
essence keep the "natural effect". Take too much off, and 
again you will change the "soft" facial expression of your 

Golden, to a very unbecoming "hard" look. Notice the angle 
that the thinning shears are being held in relation to the long 
hair on top of the ear held between my fingers. The thinning 
shears are held so the cut will be shorter at the tip of the ear 

(lower hand), and longer at the top of ear ( the actual base of 
ear).

 

 

 

 
See the white, blue and orange markers, directing the 
approximate lengths that the hair on the front of the ear 
is trimmed. As a beginner, do this trimming in small 
increments over a period of several days, in which time 
you have the opportunity to look at your progress, 
without having "butchered" the dog. 

First use the thinning shears underneath the longer hair 
on the top 3rd of the ear, close to the skin, and make a 
couple of strokes with the thinning shears vertically 
across the width of the ear, and comb. 

Secondly: trim the length of the hair on the ear with the 
thinning shears as in the picture above, but do so only 
about 1/4" (or less) at a time; comb out, look and then do 
a little more. This is the most critical part of grooming the 
ear, so work slowly, stop and look at it for a day, then do 
a little more if necessary. 
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Trim the outside edge of the ear with quick repetitive cuts with 
the thinning shears, all around the ear, from the position 

shown, around the tip and up to about my thumb on top hand 
in photo, and don't go any farther up the inside front of the ear. 

Holding the ear out and away from dogs head do the same 
with the hair from the fulcrum of the shears (left in this photo) 
and just above the thumb of hand holding shears. Voila', you 

have successfully neatened the shape of the ear.

 

 

 

 
Here we have a good example of a "neatened", 
natural looking ear. 

Note:The few long curls that run the length of the front 
rim of the ear, take very little thinning and trimming. If 
you cut this short, again you will spoil the soft expression 
of your dogs face. This specific problem is not shown in 
picture form: I use the thinning shears close to the skin, 
going vertically up under these hairs, and trim ONE 
stroke or thinning cut only. Comb or brush it out, and 
don't be surprised that you didn't take much out...that is 
what we want! Then brush or comb these "decorative 
face framing hairs" straight out from the ear, and angle 
your thinning shears so you trim closer (shorter) at the 
tip of the ear and yet leave these hairs longer at the top 
or base of the ear by the eye, just as it grows naturally. 
Truly, I do very little here, for the reason I've said, and 
these decorative hairs will lay down and look neat with 
very little trouble. 

WHISKERS: 
Goldens may be shown "with" whiskers, and of course their whiskers are of great importance in hunting and other 
performance activities, so it is entirely up to you whether you wish to trim them, or leave them on. Or, you may do a 
combination of trimming only the crooked or heavy whiskers, and leaving the finer ones. If I were not showing the dog, I 
definitely would not trim them. If you choose to trim whiskers, I prefer to do so with a small blunt nosed scissors. Facing 
the dog, holding the muzzle with one hand, and using one finger to pull the flews slightly towards you will make the 
whiskers stand straight out. The dog cannot "hide them" with this method! Then you use your blunt nosed scissors, very 
close to the skin and being very careful to go under the short hair of the face, trim the whiskers from the back toward the 
front, each individually. Really good lighting, or daylight is needed to see what you are doing. The very fine whiskers 
around the nose, and under the chin are also trimmed, but these may be trimmed carefully with your regular straight 
shears if your dog is steady, otherwise continue to use your blunt end scissors. These whiskers can be trimmed straight 
across and even with the coat (without doing individually). Trim the whiskers along the lip line as well as by the throat, 
eyebrows, and on the cheek near the ear. 
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GROOMING TUTORIAL - FEET  

TOOLS:  

Straight shears, thinning shears 

PREPARATION: 

Trim the nails first! 

LET'S BEGIN:  

Here is a photo of a fuzzy, untrimmed front foot, about 3 weeks' growth. 
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The foot should be held backwards. (whether using a 
grooming table, or grooming on the floor), and the straight 
edge sheers are then laid flat (parallel) to the pads of the 
dogs foot and all of the unruly hair trimmed even with the 
bottom of the pads, including the fuzz you just pushed 
through from the top of the foot (Fig 1a) Do NOT trim the 
hair from between the pads either from the top, or the 
bottom of the foot! If you make that mistake, you will have 
a splayed and flattened foot; ugly to look at, and not in 
keeping with the Breed Standard, that says "tight and cat-
like", and certainly not ready for the show ring!  

Next, use the straight shears around the outside 
perimeter of each pad, working for the most part, with the 

foot held backwards and working from underneath. This is 
an additional view to the left, just to show how you are 
skirting the edge of the pads on the outside of the foot. 

 

 

 

Now... back to the fuzz on top of the foot. I had you push 
it down through the toes and then trim it flat and even with 
the pads on the bottom of the foot. NOW I want you to 
pull it back to the top of the foot with your fingers so it is 
straight out as in the photo to the left. Then with the 
thinning shears make one thinning cut, making sure you 
are making your thinning cut only in the fuzz. Then STOP. 
Brush the hair down with a bristle brush, or push down 
with your fingers. Look at your progress with the dog 
standing on the grooming table. You may also pluck a 
small amount of this fuzzy hair out with your fingers, but 
remember don't remove a lot of it! Not done yet, but we 
will come back for finishing! 
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In this photo, I am showing the angle of the straight 
shears held perpendicular to (and actually laying on) the 
large pad on the front foot. I am holding the toes with my 

thumb and forefingers, to enable laying the shears on the 
large pad. The pasterns are usually only trimmed up from 

the pad about 3/4" to 1" max for show purposes, so as 
not to give the dog a weakened look to his pastern. You 

do not do this trimming closely, either with scissors or 
with an electric clipper, this is why you are trimming even 

with the level of the large pad. In my opinion an electric 
clipper has no place in the Golden Retrievers grooming 

tool box. 

 

 

 

Here again, with straight shears: showing the trimming of 
the front pastern. I prefer using the 3/4" trim only, and of 
course you are trimming across the width of the foot while 
doing this. 

This photo is showing the perpendicular final trim on the 
fuzz over the toenails of both the front & back feet. You 
may use either the straight blade shear, or the thinning 

shears for this, but I suggest the thinning shears until you 
are well practiced. Do not lay the shears in toward the 

foot when doing this, keep them coming straight up from 
the table. This must be done with the dog standing. The 

thinning shears may be used with rapid-consecutive cuts 
(held perpendicular to table) as shown above, around the 

general shape of the toes (outside edge of front & rear 
feet). 

 
 

   

This is the final trim around the feet, front & back, with the 
dog standing on the table. The tip and bottom blade of 
your straight shears should be resting on the table. When 
trimming around the nails, depending on the type of foot 
the dog has, I may decide to trim more away from the 
toenails, to shorten the appearance of the toes, but in 
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should not need to, especially on the back feet. Just slide 
the shear along the nail to trim as shown. 

If at this final look at the foot, you are still not satisfied 
because you still have "fuzz" on top of the toes, pull the 

fuzzy hairs out away from the foot once again, and at the 
outside edge of the fuzz, angle your thinning shears so 

they will make the cut closer (or shorter) near the toenail, 
and longer near the top of the toe as shown in this photo. 
Thin one stroke or cut at a time, brush the foot and look, 

with the dog standing on it; this should take no more than 
1 very light thinning cut, possibly two. 

 

 
   

  
   

  

 

  
Trimming the hock is simple. Brush the hair out from the 
foot and hock. Using your straight edge shears, make a 
vertical cut, perpendicular to the table the total length of 
the hock, leaving the hair length at least 3/4" to 1" long at 
the back of the hock as an end result. If the dog has an 
excess of hair, you may thin it a little with thinning shears. 

The dotted blue lines in the photo give you an idea of 
where to trim, then brush down, and neaten up at the 
back of the pad. You are neatening up the "line", but you 
do not want to trim too short...note the actual hock is a 
good distance away from my dotted line! 

A photo of the "finished foot" both front (left) and rear (right) is shown here:  
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GROOMING TUTORIAL - TAIL - EARS - FEET 

TOOLS:  

Thinning Shears 

PREPARATION;  

Brush the tail thoroughly, making sure all traces of tangles or matts are removed. 

Don't let this task daunt you, it isn't that hard, just do a little at a time, over a period of several days, until you have the 
effect you desire. The Breed Standard reads that the tail should just reach the dogs hocks, and though some dogs will 
have a slightly longer tail, your goal is to trim the tail to that length as closely as possible, and still not have the tail look 
noticeably sculptured. The Goldens' tail has a rounder, fuller look when groomed, and the triangular wedge seen on an 
Irish Setter with a "break" at the base of the tail, is NOT the look desired. The area at the base of the tail is customarily 
not groomed to separate the tail from the feathering on the butt, as is done with the Setters in particular for the show 
ring, although on a heavily feathered dog, some shortening of the length can be done to keep the dog cleaner. 
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Hold the tail down to the hock and place your thumb 
at the point where the end of the tail meets the hock 
to mark the length you will trim the tail to match. Note: 
in the photo, an imaginary line drawn from my thumb 
will just meet the top of the dogs hock. This will be the 
final length of the tail. 

Using the thinning shears, start trimming just past 
that point, giving yourself some leeway, 

especially if you are a beginner. 
  

 

Lift the tail 
and begin thinning, rounding the length of the tail 

feathering slightly as you go toward the base. The 
dog in the illustration had his tail trimmed not that 

many weeks prior to the photo, so you need to look 
closely to see that I am trimming about 1" of 

feathering off. 

  

On the majority of dogs, especially if having never 
had their tails trimmed before, you will have quite a 
ragged edge of sometimes quite lengthy feathering, 
often much longer at the tip, and also very long at the 
point in this photo that my thinning shear is just 
beginning to come to. I make the initial cut of length 
this way, then come back, moving side to side across 
the tail breadth, making light and fleeting cuts to blend 
up the sides of the tail, so blunt cuts are not glaring at 
you. More extreme length of the feathering at the tails' 
base, should be trimmed a little also, this particular 
dog does not have an abundance of tail feathering or 
coat at this time. 
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The final photo, shows the finished tail.
I also do some rounding and blending very carefully

at the very tip of the tail, so that when the tail is
hanging naturally down, it doesn't look like 

someone cut it straight off with a blunt knife. 

  

 

 

  

The thinning shears are also used, inserting the blade 
underneath the coat and "into" or "with" the direction 
of coat growth as in the red lines shown on the photo. 
A small amount of trimming is done under the ear on 
the neck area and under the dogs chin where the two 
red lines are above. 

Following the line of the shoulder, if a heavy "shelf" exists as shown above, careful thinning of undercoat in the direction 
shown by the arrows, and combing out, will blend the coat in and reduce the heavy or "over-loaded" look to shoulders 
and neck. Groom over a period of several days and "Stop, look, assess" as we did when doing the ears. 

On some dogs, similar thinning at the base of neck at the withers is also necessary. Note: topcoat is NOT removed in 
any of these area's, we are just thinning undercoat to remove some bulk. Over zealous grooming in these areas, 
whether done with thinning shears, or a stripping knife will not preserve the natural look of the dog, nor will it enhance 
the dog or cover up lessor qualities. The dog should not have an "hourglass" look when looking straight at the front when 
done grooming. 

"Grooming Your Golden" by Morningsage Goldens - Photos and Text - Joanne Lastoka Jan. 18, 2001 
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